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ABOUT ME 

EDUCATION 
Bachelor of Arts, Architecture, UC Berkeley 
Master of City Planning, University of Pennsylvania 
 
PREVIOUSLY 

Fellow at Code for America 
 
CURRENTLY 

Front End Developer at Engagement Game Labs 
 



CODE FOR AMERICA 
SAN FRANCISCO, JANUARY 2013 



WHY? 

Community meetings are 
fixed in time and space 

Attendees represent a 
small, vocal minority 

How do you better 
engage the community 
while helping planners 
create better streets? 



Cities have the capability  
of providing something  
for everybody only because, 
and only when, they are  
created by everybody. 

Jane Jacobs 
URBAN ACTIVIST





 EIGHT MONTHS 
LATER! 













Toys are not really as 
innocent as they look.  
Toys and games are the 
preludes to serious ideas. 

Charles Eames 

DESIGNER 













TAKEAWAYS 

Engage the community through fun – not 
homework! 

Focus on usability over technical details and 
accuracy 

Don’t force participants to only suggest 
“correct” ideas 



Everyone’s voices are heard – not just the 
loudest 

Promotes a spirit of collaboration 

Gathers support within the community 

Users participate on their own time – rather 
than the city’s timeline 













It's possible to change 
your streets quickly… You 
just need to reimagine 
your streets. They're 
hidden in plain sight. 

Janette Sadik-Khan 

TRANSPORTATION COMMISSIONER 

“

”



SOME METRICS 

Since our beta launch in August: 

2300+ registered users 

120,000+ streets created 

~400  daily visitors 

 

(I have to update this slide every few days.) 



(Between Aug 1 – Oct 26) 



(Between Aug 1 – Oct 26) 



What’s Next? 







Creating better interfaces for 
participatory planning. 

… and, as a result: 

Making better tools for planners. 



Streetmix for intersections, 
neighborhoods, and more? 





SHOUT OUTS 

MARCIN WICHARY 

KATIE LEWIS 

EZRA SPIER 

SHAUNAK KASHYAP 

MARC HÉBERT 

ANSELM BRADFORD 



THANK YOU! 
 

http://streetmix.net/ 
 

@streetmixapp 
@saikofish 

 
streetmix@codeforamerica.org 

lou@codeforamerica.org 


